Renal medullary carcinoma: case report and review of the literature.
Renal medullary carcinoma is a recently recognized epithelial malignant tumor arising in the renal parenchyma. The tumor is almost exclusive to young black patients with the sickle cell trait. Most patients present with metastatic disease and have a poor prognosis. An Hispanic woman with renal medullary carcinoma who initially responded to chemotherapy with methotrexate, vinblastine, doxorubicin, and cisplatin and survived for 12 months is presented. The clinical, histologic, and radiologic features of this tumor are described, and chemotherapeutic regimens used in this disease are detailed. Treatment modalities have proved largely unsuccessful in the setting of advanced disease. Given the shared demographic, clinical, and radiographic features of these patients, awareness and early diagnosis may prove essential in improving survival.